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Sam Barlow High School
Theatre Department

PRESENTS

LOST IN YONKERS

by

NEIL SIMON

with

Robbie Cantrell
Gabe Baird

Emma Stewart
Sophia Estrada
Emma Beckers

Samuel Smith
Tristan Craft

Costume Design
Emily Horton

Makeup & Hair
Harvest Mooreman

Stage Manager
Jennifer Bordine

Lighting Design
Jeff Schroeder

Set Construction
John Schroeder

Directed by
Jeff Schroeder

Used by special arrangement with The Rodgers and Hammerstein Organization, on
behalf of the Irving Berlin Music Company, 1065 Avenue of the Americas, Suite

2400, New York, NY 10018-2506

Lost In Yonkers is presented through special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc.
45 West 25th Street, New York, NY 10011
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BE CAREFUL, IT'S MY HEART
Music and Lyrics by Irving Berlin



ABOUT YONKERS

Setting: Yonkers, New York ... 1942
An apartment that sits just above "KURNITZ KANDY STORE"

WINNER - 1991 Pulitzer Prize for Drama
WINNER - 1991 Tony Award, Best Play

"THE BEST PLAY SIMON EVER WROTE."- New York Post

"Broadway desperately needs a comedy, a drama, and a hit. WithLost in
Yonkers, Mr. Simon has given us all three." -Wall Street Journal

"One of Simon's most impressive and funniest plays." - New York Daily News

"Laughter and tears have come together in a new emotional truth. There are
moments in this play when you experience a new kind of laughter for
Simon, a silent laughter that doesn't explode into a yuk but implodes

straight into your heart." - Newsweek

Lost in Yonkerswas first presented by Emanuel Azenberg at The Center for
the Performing Arts in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, on December 31,
1990. This production subsequently moved to Broadway, opening at the
Richard Rogers Theater in New York.

Written by America's great comic playwright, this memory play is set in
Yonkers in 1942. The hit Broadway production featured Irene Worth,
Mercedes Ruehl, and Kevin Spacey in award-winning performances.
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WHO'S WHO

Robbie Cantrell as Jay
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Samuel Smith as Arty
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Emma Stewart as Bella
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WHO'S WHO

Sophia Estrada as Grandma Kurnitz
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Emma Beckers as Gert
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WHO'S WHO

Jeff Schroeder Director
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Emily Horton Costume & Wig Design
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John Schroeder Set Construction
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NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR

Marvin Neil Simon, who generally publishes as Neil Simon, first
published Lost in Yonkers in the United States in 1991. The play, like
many of Simon's plays, draws on his experiences growing up in New
York City, although many critics think it is not as autobiographical as his
other plays. Lost in Yonkers was also a critical and popular success and
led to a film adaptation in 1993. Although many of Simon's plays had won
major dramatic awards before this, Lost in Yonkers was the first Simon
play to win the Pulitzer Prize for Drama. Many critics consider the play to
be Simon's best work and the pinnacle of his career.

The play was very timely. Although it is set during World War IIÑa
setting that plays an important part in the narrativeÑSimon published the
play as America was entering the Gulf War in the Middle East. As a
result, the play's main themesÑincluding survival, the importance of
one's family, and acceptanceÑalso seem timely, since these themes
inevitably arise during war. Everybody in the play is trying hard to
survive, each in his or her own way. Despite the problems caused by the
Kurnitz family dysfunctionality, the play still reinforces the idea that
everybody needs the love of family to survive. Despite each character's
attempt to survive, each of them also comes to a point in the play where
they have to accept something that they do not want to.

I first saw this play in a high school production when I was a 15 and it
instantly grew to become one of my all time favorites. The beautiful
melding of comedic wit and deep emotional scenes makes this script
relevant to the ups and downs of everyday family life. Regardless of time
period, we can all relate to these relationships. Although the play is
technically labeled a comedy, it is in fact a hybrid. Simon's exploration of
deep pain and humorous dialogue helps the play to strike a perfect
balance between tragedy and comedy.

We are very excited to share this story with you and have been working
hard through all of the school cancellations and snow days to bring
justice to this incredible play. It is a fine cast of student actors and I have
enjoyed laughing with and challenging them during this process. We
hope you enjoy the show as much as we do!

Jeff Schroeder
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